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1 
 

 

formal preservation order and to seek sanctions, including adverse in-
ference instructions at trial, for any spoliation of evidence. 
 

Certification of Exhaustion and Alternative Pleading 
 

j. Plaintiff has exhausted his administrative remedies as required by the 
Federal Tort Claims Act, 28 U.S.C. § 2675(a), by presenting his claim to 
the appropriate federal agency on November 24, 2025 and instituting 
this action after expiration of the six-month statutory waiting period. 

k. Plaintiff expressly reserves the right to challenge any future certifica-
tion by the Attorney General under the Federal Employees Liability Re-
form and Tort Compensation Act of 1988 ("Westfall Act"), 28 U.S.C. § 
2679(d)(1), that a federal employee was acting within the scope of their 
employment, should such a certification arise in any related proceeding. 

l. Regarding the Prison Litigation Reform Act ("PLRA"), 42 U.S.C. § 
1997e, Plaintiff is no longer a "prisoner" as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 
1997e(h), and thus the PLRA’s exhaustion requirement does not bar this 
action. In the alternative, to the extent § 1997e(a) is deemed applicable, 
any failure to fully exhaust administrative remedies was a direct result 
of the actions of federal employees, which rendered those remedies ef-
fectively unavailable as reflected in Count 2 herein.   

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Peter G. Haller   

Peter G. Haller 
6401 Potomac Ave. 
Alexandria, VA 22307 
 
Counsel for Plaintiff Ryan Samsel 
June 9, 2026 

Virginia Bar No. 88385, Admitted in 
EDVA, DDC, DC, NY. 
(551) 358-2943  
PeterHaller@hillstrat.com  
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I hereby certify that on this 9th day of June, 2026, I will cause a copy of 
the foregoing Complaint and all attached exhibits to be served upon the 
United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia and upon the 
Attorney General of the United States in Washington, D.C., by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, as required by Federal Rule of Civil Pro-
cedure 4(i). 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Peter G. Haller   

Peter G. Haller 
6401 Potomac Ave. 
Alexandria, VA 22307 
 
Counsel for Plaintiff Ryan Samsel  
June 9, 2026 

Virginia Bar No. 88385, Admitted in 
EDVA, DDC, DC, NY. 
(551) 358-2943  
PeterHaller@hillstrat.com 
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